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EARLY BIRD TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ARTISANO -- 

A LOCAL CELEBRATION OF WINE, FOOD AND ART

Third Annual Event Moves From Geyserville to Larger Venue at 

Santa Rosa’s Vintners Inn and John Ash & Co.
SANTA ROSA, CA, September 1, 2011 --  Early Bird tickets are now on sale for Artisano, a celebration of local, handcrafted, small production wine, food and art, November 18 – 19, 2011. Visit www.artisano.org to take advantage of Early Bird pricing by September 30, 2011. Enter “EARLY” in the promo code at check out. 

This year’s Artisano event features a full weekend of activities, including a Winemaker Dinner on Friday evening at John Ash & Co. Restaurant, Grand Tasting on Saturday afternoon at Vintners Inn, and a Harvest Dinner on Saturday evening at John Ash & Co. 

John Ash & Co. Executive Chef Tom Schmidt is creating a delicious, seasonal, five-course menu for Artisano’s Winemaker Dinner on Friday, November 18, 6:30 pm. Each course will be expertly paired with exquisite wines from participating Artisano wineries. Winemakers will join guests for dinner, pour and answer any questions about their wines.

Artisano’s Grand Tasting on Saturday, November 19, 11am – 4pm, will feature local artisan wineries; restaurants that feature seasonal, regional ingredients; and, local specialty gourmet food purveyors and artists.

The event includes wine and food tastings; chef demonstrations by John Toulze of The Girl & the Fig, Brian Anderson from Bistro 29 and Shelly Kaldunski, author of Cupcakes, The Art of the Cookie; as well as a silent auction, raffle and live music courtesy of The Susan Comstock Swingtet.

Participating wineries include Acorn, Arnot-Roberts, Capture Wines, Cartograph, Dominichelli Wines, Foursight Vineyards, Garden Creek, Kelley & Young Wines, Landy Family, Lazy Creek Vineyards, Montemaggiore, Munselle Vineyards, Pech Merle, Respite Wines, Skipstone, and Valdez Family Winery, to name a few, and beer from Bear Republic. 

Food purveyors include Achadinha Goat Cheese Company, Bellwether Farms, Costeaux French Bakery, Dry Creek Peach & Produce, Jimtown Store, Laura Chenel’s Chevre, Nicasio Valley Cheese Company, Redwood Hill Farm & Creamery, Salt Side Down Chocolates, Shamrock Artisan Goat Cheese, Skipstone Ranch, Sonoma Chocolatiers, and Terra Sonoma, to name a few.

Participating restaurants include Affronti, Charlie Palmer’s Dry Creek Kitchen, Diavola Pizzeria & Salumeria, Estate, Jackson’s Bar & Oven, John Ash & Co., Mugnaini Wood Fired Pizza, Petite Syrah, Spoonbar, and The Girl & the Fig. 

Featured artists include Amy Halko, Clay Vajgrt, Holly Jordan, Kenyon Lewis, Linda Schroeter, Marilyn Webster, Lisa Thorpe, and Nancy Roberts.

The culmination of the weekend is the Harvest Dinner on Saturday, November 19, 5pm, at John Ash & Co., where guests will enjoy a casual harvest, family-style meal prepared by Chef Tom Schmidt, and paired with wines from the day’s Grand Tasting.

A portion of the proceeds from the event benefit Slow Food Sonoma County, North, a chapter of Slow Food International. Slow Food is a non-profit organization that engages the local community in supporting and promoting local, sustainable food and food traditions, and advocates for good, clean and fair food for all people. 

Sponsors of Artisano include Relish Culinary Adventures, American AgCredit, Costeaux French Bakery, KRSH-FM, KRCB TV22/Radio 91FM, KZST 100.1, Sonoma Direct, The Press Democrat, Whole Foods Market, Wine & Spirits and Vintners Inn.

Artisano Grand Tasting ticket price is $65 per person in advance (Early Bird price: $55), or $75 day of, including a souvenir wine glass. The Winemaker Dinner is $150 per person (Early Bird price: $140), and the Harvest Dinner is $75 per person (Early Bird price: $65). A package ticket for the Grand Tasting and Harvest Dinner only is $120 (Early Bird price for these two events is $105). Seating is limited and reservations are recommended. 

Visit the website, www.artisano.org, for more information. To take advantage of Early Bird pricing, purchase tickets online at www.artisano.org by September 30, 2011. Enter “EARLY” in the promo code at check out. 

Vintners Inn and John Ash & Co. are located at 4350 Barnes Road, just west of Highway 101 off the River Road exit. John Ash & Co. is open for dinner nightly.
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